
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—JULY 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 1 

  July 2021 

You know it was a memorable event when you remember it thirteen years later. 

Recently, during a packed schedule, running around town, stressful moment as a grown-up, I was feeling 

near the end of my rope. I was wondering how to get one more thing done so I could close out that day’s 

list. 

When I could gather my wits for a moment, I remembered a time when our son was in pre-school. When we 

asked him about his day, he would often tell us about "doing Centers."  At school there were Centers set up 

around the classroom.  The children chose which Center to start with and go there for five to ten minutes 

before moving to another center. In this fashion the kids would move from the water table to the train ta-

ble, or the book table, or the puzzle table. 

On that frustrating day I had recently. I remembered one of those days when our son was a preschooler. A 

day when the grownups were frustrated with some deadlines and schedule conflicts at home and at our 

offices. Paul had some kind of internal barometer that read pressure and feelings in the house, he could tell 

when there was a change in the atmosphere.  He read our feelings that day and sensed our tension and frus-

tration.  He asked what was wrong, I told him we were just having a hard time figuring things out. 

With his own sense of wisdom and assurance, he said, "You don't need to work.  Just do your Centers."  Kazy 

and I laughed for a second, then realized, "Just do Centers," the kid got it! 

Just do Centers.  Just look at the things worrying and frustrating us and remember what is important. 

Just do Centers.  There are lots of people and things clamoring for our attention and commitment.  But as 

the clamoring increases and anxieties heighten, a child reminded us to stop and take a breath.  And just do 

Centers. 

Just do Centers.  May we keep this before us to keep perspective on what is essential. 

Just do Centers.  May this remind us what the Lord our God has told us about what's required of us; to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. (Micah 6:8) 

Just do Centers.  "God is in the midst of the city, it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning 

dawns. (Psalm 46:5) 

God is at the center, and God calls us to keep a proper perspective on the extra things clamoring for our 

attention and commitment.  I pray for the wisdom of a child. Before I jump out there with both hands and 

both feet to take on an extra share of guilt and responsibility, may I take a moment to "Just do Centers," to 

be sure I have my priorities on straight. 

So may it be with us, 

+ Pastor Joe 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 
Session Recap 

June 27, 2021 

The June meeting was held in person following wor-
ship.  Pastor Joe opened our meeting with prayer. 
The clerk reported a quorum was present. The mem-
bership total as of 05/16/21 was 104.  
 Session approved: 
 the May 15, 2021 regular meeting minutes. 
 receipt of the May 2021 financial report prepared 

by      Carolyn McMillan: YTD income $95,426.21; 
expenses $73,176.34; Net $22,249.87. 

 with regret, the request for transfer of member-
ship for John and Emily Haynes to First Presbyteri-
an of Granville. This reduces our total member-
ship to 102. 

 July 18 following worship for the next session 
meeting.  
 

Committee Reports: 
CLS: The Senior Center has begun serving lunches. 
We will prepare and serve at 11:30 a.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. July 28 will be our first 
lunch since the Senior Center re-opened. The rum-
mage sale will be held July 29 through July 31. Watch 
for more details. The committee is considering a pos-
sible Meet-N-Eat in August.  
 
Operations: Julie provided status update on various 
projects: 
 The kitchen fire suppression system was repaired.    
 One of the stoves in the kitchen needs replacing. 

Julie is gathering cost estimates.  
 A roof issue continues in the covered area at the 

entrance. The roofing company has been notified 
to repair. 

 

 A priority list of property issues and other big-
ticket items will be prepared for budgeting.  

   
Personnel: Shelda Cox has agreed to volunteer her 
time to assist/lead with worship singing. The current 
choir has 4 to 5 individuals who are socially distanced 
at the front of the church. They are not using the 
choir loft currently.  
Pastor Joe is changing his day off. He will work on 
Monday and be off on Friday. Office hours staffed by 
volunteers will remain the same. The office is open 
Wednesday – Friday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
 

Information:  
A copy of the minutes from the May 2 annual congre-
gation meeting were distributed. These minutes will 
be approved by the congregation at the 2022 
meeting. 
 
The Clerk distributed two documents related to mem-
bership rolls. Our current membership roll total is 
102. Of that number, some members have moved out 
of state, but have not changed their membership. 
There are some members who are currently in assist-
ed care, some are at home with home care, some are 
not attending due to COVID-19 concerns, and some 
are local but not attending. 

Due to the time involved in uploading and preparing 
the worship video and email, and to provide Pastor 
Joe time for congregational fellowship, visitation, and 
care on Sunday afternoon, the virtual worship service 
will now be posted on Monday morning. 

 
                        Kathleen Seewer 
                     2021 Clerk of Session 

Calling All Helping Hands Volunteers 
Fairborn schools begin Thursday, August 19, with the first day of kindergarten on Tuesday, August 24.  Once 
again we will be helping the primary school students find their classroom or their bus. Volunteers are need-
ed August 19 & 20 and August 24 & 25, both in the morning, 8:30 to 9:30 am, and the afternoon, 2:30 to 

3:30. We will be assisting students in the new building only. Final work 
hours will be formalized August 5 with the administrative staff.  There will 
be a sign-up sheet outside the Lounge once the details are finalized. Please 
check your calendars now and pencil in the four  dates. If you have any 
questions, please contact Kathleen Seewer, Helping Hands Coordinator. 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

Wow!  June has come and gone so quickly.  It was a busy month in the life of the church.   
There was a blanket making party in the Fellowship Hall one Monday morning.  Several folks – including 
friends and family of our members – made a total of 19 blankets for the Fairborn school children.  There are 
many more blankets to make thanks to a generous donation, so there will be another day scheduled  in the 
fall.  Everyone had a great time – in addition to doing a project to help those less fortunate, it was a time of 
fellowship and food.  Salad, pizza and dessert was on the menu – and you know my family and I loved that!!  
There was some action in the kitchen area also.  Something about a new fire protection system being in-
stalled so we could pass an inspection by the Fire Department.  Obviously, they don’t understand that our 
cooks are experts and would NEVER burn a piece of toast, let alone set a fire.  However, it is now done 
thanks to our Session unanimously approving the funds so we didn’t have to shut down the kitchen.  That 
would be a disaster for some of us!  I have heard some rumors also that we are looking for a good deal on a 
scratch and dent stove to replace one of ours that is no longer operating safely. 

My wife was in the lounge for the Cornerstone Class, and heard a rumor that in addition to having great 
snacks before and after class – that Sunday morning snacks are making a return in the lounge starting July 
4th.  The kids and I have been anxiously waiting for this day.  We all know that Presbyterians are the BEST at 
making goodies and serving up coffee, so we have missed it.  I sure hope people start signing up to 
bring them every week, and just for the record, we like any kind of cookies, but peanut butter 
might be my personal favorite.   
As we prepare to celebrate our Nation’s Independence, we should all be thankful for the wonderful 
blessings we receive everyday by living in this great country.  It is a time to remember our free-
doms, and thank God for them.  Have a safe and happy July – see you in August!~Ecclesial Mouse 

We hope all men had a Happy Father’s Day.  Erma Bombeck, our very own Dayton native, UD grad and writer 
for the Dayton Journal Herald, wrote the following as a tribute to all the fathers, grandfathers, uncles, broth-
ers, and men who are such an important part of our lives.  (Note: This is a condensed version.) 

When God Made a Father - by Erma Bombeck 

When the good Lord was creating Fathers He started with a tall frame.  And a female angel nearby said, 
“What kind of Father is that? If you’re going to make children so close to the ground, why have you put Fa-
ther up so high? He won’t be able to shoot marbles without kneeling, tuck a child in bed without bending, or 
even kiss a child without a lot of stooping.” 
God smiled and said. “Yes, but if you make him child-size, whom would children have to look up to?” 
And when God made a Father’s hands, they were large and sinewy.  The angel shook her head and said, 
“Large hands can’t mange diaper pins, small buttons, rubber bands on pony tails-- or remove splinters 
caused by baseball bats.” 
And God smiled and said, “I know, but they’re large enough to hold everything a small boy empties from his 
pockets, yet small enough to cup a child’s face in.” 
Then God molded long, slim legs and broad shoulders.  “Do you realize you just made a Father without a 
lap?” the angel clucked. 
God said, “A Mother needs a lap.  A Father needs strong shoulders to pull a sled, to balance a boy on a bicy-
cle, or to hold a sleepy head on the way home from the circus.” 
God was in the middle of creating two of the largest feet anyone had ever seen when the angel could con-
tain herself no longer.  “That’s not fair.  Do you honestly think those large boats are going to dig out of bed 
early in the morning when the baby cries or walk though a small birthday party without crushing at least 
three of the guests?” 
God smiled and said, “They’ll work.  You’ll see.  They’ll support a small child who wants to ride a horse to 
Banbury Cross or scare off mice at the summer cabin, or display shoes that will be a challenge to fill.” 
God worked throughout the night, giving the Father few words, but a firm, authoritative voice; eyes that saw 
everything, but remained calm and tolerant.  Finally, almost as an afterthought, He added tears.  Then He 
turned to the angel and said, “Now, are you satisfied that he can love as much as a Mother?” 
And the angel said no more. 
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Adult Christian Education News 

Wednesday Cornerstone Class meets Wednesdays at 

2:00 pm in the Lounge.  This class consists of a varie-

ty of formats including book study, DVD series, and/

or Bible text.  You can join in any 

time without being at prior classes.  

All are welcome. Snacks are served.  

Come join us! 

We are planning a rummage sale with the Montesso-
ri school  July 29 -31, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  Please con-
tact Troy Oliver for information about donating 
items or helping with the sale. 

Blanket Party 
June 21, 2021 

What fun we had making fleece blankets for our mission with the Fair-

born Schools Transitional Living  Program.  We made nineteen blankets 

for Fairborn students.  A special thank you goes to Kathleen Seewer’s 

friend, Carol, who came and donated enough fabric to make ten blan-

kets.  It was wonderful to see each other’s smiling faces again after hid-

ing under masks for so long, share a time of fellowship with new and 

old friends, share a time of fellowship with “older” and “younger” 

friends, and share a meal of pizza, salad, and cake.  It was such fun that 

we are planning on doing it again soon.  Watch for more information 

and come join us!! 
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Happy Birthday! 

Jul 1  Sara Jane Lowe  

 Lily Yeh 

    10 Art Myers 

    11 Harlan Cook 

 Edward Lŏw 

    14  Shelda Cox 

    20  Margaret Beaver 

    27  Marlene Acus  

    31  Jeff Firestone  

 Maryann Schneider    
SCHOOL PANTRY 

A new shopping list is provided for your use.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, 
just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
937-429-1828 
l_hartsock@yahoo.com 

______________________________________ 
Pasta Noodles 
Pasta Sauce 
Ravioli (Can or individual) 
Soup 
Rice and Noodle Mixes 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual) 
Tuna and Chicken cans 
Vegetable Oil 
Cereal 
Oatmeal 
Pancake Mix (add water only) 
Pancake Syrup 
Nuts 
Pudding 
Fruit Cups 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Crackers 
Canned Vegetables 
Juice 
Poptarts 
Snacks 
Shampoo / Conditioner 
Body Wash 
Paper Towels 
Toilet Paper 
Feminine Hygiene items 

COFFEE and SWEETS AFTER WORSHIP 

Coffee and sweet treats after wor-
ship resume beginning July 4th.   
Hooray!!  We have waited a long 
time and missed this time of fel-
lowship with our church family.  If 
you would like to bring sweets for 
a Sunday, please sign up in the 
Lounge. 

Fabulous Fact About FISH 

“The Harvest Program” was established as an alter-
native to throwing away surplus foods.  Let nothing 
be wasted!  As a member of this program, Fairborn 
FISH regularly receives food from Kroger, Dunkin, 
City BBQ, Red Lobster, Starbucks, 
Dollar General, Panera, Speedway, 
and United Dairy Farmers. 

 Serving Lunch at the Senior Center is Back! 
We got word from the Fairborn Senior Center that we 
can start serving lunch again beginning in July.  We’re 
excited about resuming this mission now that the pan-
demic is more under control.  We will serve this meal 
on the fourth Wednesday of the month (January 
through October) at 11:30 am.  It is free to members 
of the Senior Center and people from our congrega-

tion.  Pastor Joe will be there to 
open each meal with a prayer 
and share a meal and fellowship 
with all attending.  The July menu 
is Russian (aka Presbyterian) 
chicken, rice, green beans, and 
dessert.  Please join us!! 

Dear Friends, 
I was so glad to learn that the 
church is once again able to hold 
regular services and continue to 
carry on its many activities.  I 
think of all of you often. 
Our church will always be in my 
prayers. 
Shirley Schlafman 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—JULY 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 6 

July 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

10:15 am 
Worship with 

Communion  

 

5 6 7 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

 
6:30 pm 

Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

8 

2:00 pm            
CLS Meeting—
Board Room 

9 10 

11 

10:15 am 

Worship 

1:00 pm     
Cook at           

St. Vincent 

12 13 14 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

15 16 17 

18 

10:15 am 

Worship 

11:30 am 

Session Mtg 

19 20 21 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

22 23 24 

25 

10:15 am 

Worship 

26 27 
August Lifeline 
articles due to 
church office 

28 
11:30 am 

Lunch at Sr. Ctr. 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

29 

9:00 am            
Rummage Sale 
Fellowship Hall 

 

 

30 

9:00 am            
Rummage Sale 
Fellowship Hall 

31 

9:00 am            
Rummage Sale 
Fellowship Hall 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 
    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 
 

Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 
   email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 

Phone: 937-878-3954   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers, 

Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first 
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items 
may be brought in whenever the church office 
is open and placed in the barrel in the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 
 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

 

Articles for the August Lifeline need  to be  

in the office by July 27. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_____________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 

mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com
mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com

